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President approves appointments of
KP Punjab Balochlstan governors

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardan approved the
appointment of the govemors
for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab and Balochistan on
Saturday.

PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari had nomi-
nated two senior party
leaders a day ago for the
posts of the KP and Punjab
govemnors as part of a deal
reached with the PML-N
before joining the coalition
government.In Balochistan,
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail,
pxes:lgi:m of the PML-N’s pI&
vincial chapter, was in
the new govemor, :cg:;rdmg
to sources.A press release is-
sued from the presidency on
Saturday said Pr&sldent Zard-

1 intment
of PPP Central Information
Secretary Faisal Karim Kundi
as the govemor for KP, Sardar
Saleem Haider for Punjab and
Mandokhail for Ba]ochlstan.

It said that the was
given under Article 101(1) of

ari approved the appo

The relevant subsection says

that “there shall be a govemor
for each province, who shall be
inted by the president in
&%reﬁonaﬂcrﬁmtaﬁon
with the prime munister.”Soon
after the nommations, Bilawal
had called on Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif at the PM
House, and informed him
about the decision.
Presently, PML-N leader Bali-
ghur Rehman was the Punjab
govemor, while Jamiat Ulema-
i-Islam-Fazal’s Haji Ghulam

Ali was serving m the same
postinKP.

PM Shehbaz had sent the
summary of Mandokhail’s ap-
pomntment to President Zardan
after the approval of PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif

After the February 8 elections,

the PPP and PML-N — with

the support of other parties —
agreed on a cooperation mech-
anism to form a government in
the Centre. As part of the deal,
the PPP, for its support, would
get some key constitutional

positions
The posts of president, Senate
chmg:n and National As-
semb]y deputy speaker have
gone to the party as

mt of lhe deal. The PML-N

also agreed to appoint PPP
leaders as govemors of two out
of four provinces.
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Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 734 QUETTA Sunday May 05, 2024 /Shawwal, 26 1445 s
e Practi
StxffRepor(
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
: i1ster Mir Sarfraz

: ol
 Saturday said that practical steps
~were being taken 1o improve gov-
_ emance in the province and in this |

goals could be achieved. a!w_aysbegwm
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QUETTA: A delegation of Balochistan Civil Services Officers Welfare Association calls on Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti on Saturday.
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Balochistan’s
cry for peace

The law and order situation has been
a  serious issue particularly in
Balochistan for the last two decades.
Despite the government’s claim, the law
and order situation is not satisfactory.
The incidents of bomb blasts, target kill-
ing, street crimes and honour killings
are underway across the province. Just
on Friday, a bomb blast in Khuzdar
claimed three lives and wounded sev-
eral others. President Khuzdar Press

Club, Maulana Muhammad Siddique:
Mengal was also amongst the victims'

who lost their lives. Similarly, incidents
of terrorism are also continue in all dis-
tricts on a daily basis.: The people are
living in a state of fear and insecurity.
The incidents of street crimes have also
increased manifold in Quetta and other
cities of Balochistan despite tight secu-

_rity by police and other law enforce-

ment agencies.
Unfortunately, the deteriorating situ-

lation of law and order has left citizens

lin a state of perpetual fear, with ram-

'pant crime, terrorism, and violence

becoming the norm. The security forces

and’ civilians have rendered sacrifices’

during past two decades but regrettably
the situation is not going to improve.
Sadly, the province’s law enforcement
agencies seem overwhelmed, and their
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inability to contain the situation has
resulted in rising incidents of targeted
killings,  sectarian  violence and
increased presence of militant groups.
The provincial government allocates
approximately Rs 55 billion for improve-
ment and maintenance of law and order
despite it the people are living under a
constant threat and feel constant inse-
curity. The poor law and order situation
in Balochistan is impacting its economy
to a great extent as the investment has
stalled, tourism has plummeted and the
people are fleeing the province in search
of safety.

Unfortunately, the root causes of this cri-
sis are complex and multifaceted, but the
government’s inaction and lack of political
will have exacerbated the situation. It is
essential that the government strengthen
law enforcement agencies and implement
effective’ | counter-terrorism  strategies
towards all who are creating hurdles for
restoration’ of peace in the province.
Likewise.the government must also pay
attention towards addressing the socio-
economic grievances of masses on priority
basis so that no one could exploit them and
use them against the state. Last but not
least, the authorities in powerful corridors
must take earnest steps to engage in dia-
logue with local stakeholders to ensure
long lasting’ peace in'the province. ' The
people of Balochistan demand a‘safe and
secure environment. It is the government's
responsibility to ensure that this funda-
mental right is protected.
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Wheat Procurement

The news of the wheat procurement initiative in Balochistan heralds a new dawn
for farmers, auspicious prosperity and growth in the agricultural sector. It is a of the
invaluable contribution of farmers to the nation's progress and a testament to the
resilience and determination of the farming community in overcoming challenges. Let
us celebrate this positive development and pledge our support to the farmers of
Balochistan as they sow the seeds of a brighter future for themselves and the
province. The purchase of wheat from Baluchistan farmers is not just a transaction; it
is a commitment to empowering the farminge community and ensuring food security
for all. The success of the wheat procurement initiative will not only boost the
income of farmers but also contribute to poverty alleviation and rural development in
the province. It is essential for the government to continue its support for the agricul-
tural sector by investing in infrastructure, providing access to modern farming tech-
niques, and addressing the challenges faced by farmers. As we look towards a future
where the farmers of Balochistan thrive and the agricultural sector flourishes, it is
imperative that government policies and initiatives continue to prioritizg the well-
being of those who work tirelessly to feed the nation. By encouraging wheat cultiva-
tion among farmers, not only will the province achieve self-sufficiency in wheat pro-
duction but it will also prevent the need for costly imports to meet the food require-
ments of the population. Challenges persist, with the recent rains causing extensive
damage to crops and leaving farmers in a precarious financial situation. The demands
put forth by Kisan Ittehad for declaring an agricultural emergency to address issues
such as electricity and water shortages are valid and urgent. Initiatives like providing
free solar tube wells and improving infrastructure in the education department are
essential steps towards ensuring the long-term sustainability of the agricultural sector

.. in Balochistan.

Empowering Balochistan's Farmers Through Wheat Procurement Initiative
Balochistan, the picturesque province renowned for its rugged landscapes and rich
cultural heritage, is now set to witness a brighter future for its farming community. A
breath of fresh air has swept through the agricultural sector as the news of the com-
mencement of wheat procurement across the province on Monday, May 6, brings
hope and optimism to the hardworking farmers of Balochistan. Amidst the chal-
lenges faced by farmers due to recent adverse weather conditions, the announcement
of the purchase of 5 lakh tons of wheat from Balochistan farmers this year is like a ¢
ray of sunlight breaking through the storm clouds. The initiative not only promises
economic stability for the farmers but also ensures food security for the millions of
people who depend on locally grown wheat. The approval of 5 billion rupees by the
Balochistan Cabinet for the purchase of wheat reflects the government's commitment
to supporting the agricultural sector, which is the backbone of the province's econo-
my.

This financial backing will provide much-needed relief to the farmers who have
faced significant losses due to crop damage caused by the recent rains.’ The timely
release of two and a half billion rupees by the finance department on Monday under-
scores the government's urgency in addressing the needs of the farming community.
With the remaining amount set to be released later this month, the procurement
process is expected to proceed smoothly, benefiting both farmers and consumers
alike. Khalid Hussain, the Central Chairman of Kisan Ittehad, rightly emphasizes the
importance of agriculture in Balochistan's economy and stresses the significance of
supporting small scale farmers,
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