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- Apex body approves drastic

steps against smuggling

Staff Report

QUETTA: The 16th meet-
ing of the Provincial Apex
Committee and the first
meeting of the current pro-
vincial government chaired
by Chief Minister Balo-
jchistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
! was held here on Monday.
Chief Secretary Shakeel

- |Qadir Khan, - Additional

-

Chief Secretary Home Za-
hid Saleem, IG Police Balo-
chistan Abdul Khaliq Sheikh
Chief Collector Customs
Balochistan Abdul Qadir
Memon along with high civil
~and military officials partici-
pated in the Apex Commit-
tee meeting of Balochistan
to improve law and onder,
end terronsm and smug-
gling, illegal immigrants.
In the mecting, important
decisions were taken, in-
cluding the second phase of
the return of the CPEC pro-
jects and the foolproof secu-
rity of the Chinese working
in-them It was agreed to
start large-scale operations
by removing the adminis-
trative and legal hurdles,
besides it was also decided

to take effective measures to
stop the two-way smuggling
of sugar, fertilizer, petrol and
diesel in the Apex Commit-
tee meeting.

It was also decided to tackle
smuggling of non-custom
paid vehicles from the area.
In the briefing presented by
the Home Department of
Balochistan, the federal gov-
emment’s guidelines and de-
cisions were presented while
presenting the data of illegal
mmigrants sent back from
Balochistan. According to
the process of return of more
migrants has been made sub-
Ject to the fixed timeline.
Addressing the sixteenth
meeting of the Apex Com-
mittee, Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
said that a peaceful Balo-
chistan is the guarantee of
a stable Pakistan. He said
it belongs to all of us we
have to fight together. Ki]l-
ers of innocent people do
not deserve any concessjon
whoever picked up the
will be dealt with an jrop
hands.

The Chief Minister sajd
that they are delcrmining a

positive direction for bet-
ter governance, the fruits of
good governance will start
reaching the people in five
to six moaths, everyone has
to play their role for the im-
provement of the province.
He directed strong d -
mental action againstm
officers who were mvolved
in smuggling in Balochistan,
sayng that they should be
awarded exemplary punish-
ment. He said the smuggling
of petroleum products was
reducing revenue and put-
tng pressure on the coun-
try’s foreign exchange re-
serves

He said he would chair g
weekly meeting 10 review
the performance of instiny-
tions and to curb the menace
of smuggling. The interim
premier ordered that the bor-
der markets with Iran should
be made more viable so that
trade could be dope with
proper documents,
He stressed that sm gling
was causing a loss of billjons
of rupees to the national
economy and it was critical
to end the problem of smug-

gling, :
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QUETTA: Adelegation led by Provincial Minister for Agriculture Mir Ali Madad Jatak calls on Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Monday.
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Hinglaj Temple symbol of unity & Tradition

The recent conclusion of the annual religious rituals at the Hinglaj
Temple in Hangul Lasbela, Balochistan marks an important event for the
Hindu community in Pakistan, This threeday festival saw a significant
turnout of Hindu pilgrims from various regions of the country, converg-
ing at the sacred temple to partake in age-old traditions and offer prayers
for the well-being and prospenity of the nation. The Hinglaj Mandir
Yatra holds great significance for the Hindu community in Pakistan,
serving as a symbol of unity, faith, and cultural heritage. Each year,
devotees from far and wide gather at the temple to pay homage to the
deity and seek blessings for themselves and their loved ones. This annu-
al pilgrimage not only reaffirms the religious beliefs of the devotees byt ‘
also plays a crucial role in promoting religious tourism in the region. * -
The meticulous arrangements made by the Balochistan government for
the comfort and well-being of the pilgrims highlight the spirit of inclu-
sivity and communal harmony that prevails during such religious gather-
ings. From provisions of ration and Langar to ensuring smooth logistical
support, these efforts contribute to the seamless conduct of the festival
and reflect the commitment to upholding the values of coexistence and
mutual respect among different religious communities. The colorful dis-
play of traditional attire, rituals, and cultural practices during the Hinglaj
Mandir Yatra further enriches the experience for the participants,

Women adomed in the vibrant clothing of Rajasthan, adorned with intri-
cate jewelry, and men carrying flags and singing religious hymns create
a mesmerizing ambiance that reverberates with spiritual energy and
devotion. The iourney to Hinglaj, which begins at the sacred site attrib-
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uted to Chandragupta, involves traversing through diversc landscapes
apd natural wonders, adding an element of adventure and mystique to
the pilgrimage. As the pilgrims pass through the Hangul River and arrive
at the revered Hinglaj Temple, a sense of reverence and awe permeatces
the atmosphere, undcrscqring the deep-rooted faith that binds the devo-
tees together. .

The participation of individuals from various communities, including
those influenced by Sufism and the Zagri community, demonstrates the
all-encompassing nature of the festival. This convergence of diverse
beliefs and traditions not only enriches the cultural tapestry of the event
but also serves as a poignant reminder of the shared heritage that unites
people across different faiths. The historical and spiritual significance of
the Hinglaj Mandir Yatra is further underscored by the legendary tales
associated with the site, including the revered visit of Sufi sage Shah
Abdul Latif Bhatai and the tales of Sir Ramkali based on the pilgrimage.
These narratives weave a fascinating tapestry of religious syncretism and
cultural exchange that has endured through centuries, transcending barri-
ers of time and space. In conclusion, the successful conclusion of the
religious rituals at the Hinglaj Temple in Hangul Lasbela serves as a tes-
tament to the enduring faith and cultural resilience of the Hindu commu-
nity in Pakistan. The annual festival not only fosters a sense of spiritual
fulfillment and communal harmony but also highlights the rich tapestry
of traditions and beliefs that form the bedrock of our shared heritage. As
we reflect on the profound impact of such religious gatherings, let us
strive to uphold the values of tolerance, understanding, and respect
towards all faiths, ensuring a harmonious coexistence that transcends
boundaries and fosters unity among all communities.
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