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Lack of processing
facilities

It is surprising that agriculture is the
mainstay of the economy of Balochistan

. Tegrettably this sector is given less focus to
; develop. Therefore, landlords and farmers

face immense challenges. Besides other

- issues, lack of proper processing facilities
| prevents the fruit growers in Balochistan
' from getting high returns on their pro-
' duce.

The province, with diverse climates
ranging from temperate to sub-tropical
and tropical, produces various fruit crops.
While apple, apricot, cherry and peach are
high delta fruits, grape, olive, pistachio and
pomegranate belong to the low delta of the
province. The province produces 130 vari-
eties of date. According to Balochistan

* horticulture department, Makran pro-

duces about 0.5 million tonnes of dates
annually. Some of the famous date varie-
ties grown in Turbat and Panjgur include
Begum Jangi, Kaharaba, Mozawati, Berni,

* Helini and Sabzo. Grape, the low delta

crop, is grown in bulk in Quetta, Pishin,
Kallat, Zhob, Loralai and Mastung dis-

| tricts. It may be grown in all types of cli-

mates and soils, but the experts believe

" that the province should be divided into

zones for quality fruit production. For
instance, for high delta fruits of apricots
and plums, an ‘apricot zone’ or ‘plum zone’

" should be set up in upland Balochistan.

Balochistan’s tremendous yield poten-
tial of high quality fruits could efficiently
be tapped by establishing crop specific
zone and fruit processing units in the
province. The fruit farmers need to be
properly educated about the techniques of
growing fruit crops, and attention needs to
be paid to zoning for growth of different
fruit crops. .

Reportedly, researchers are working on
the production of cultivars of different
fruits in Balochistan. As a result of agricul-
ture research, cultivars of different fruits
have been introduced. For instance, local
cultivars of grapes introduced so far
include Kishmishi, Sundarkhani, Haita,
Hussani, Askari, Khal Chini and Khalili.
The cultivars of apple include the early-
season, mid-season and late-season culti-
vars. So far 52 varieties of apples, 22 of

grapes, 14 of peaches, 15 of cherry, 30 of

plums, 32 of apricots, 11 of olive, five of
almond and four varieties each of pista-
chios and pomegranates have been intro-
duced.

New techniques for production of
tropical fruits, and cost-effective prac-
tices and packages for improvement in
production and new high-yielding and
pest-resistant varieties of tropical fruits
have also been introduced. It is essential
that the government besides assisting
farmers in transforming agriculture in
modern lines, providing them best facili-
ties must also open maximum process-
ing units and improve connectivity
between the fields and the market.
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