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Government assets will not be wasted | -

m any circumstances: CM Balochistan
By Our Reporter

QUETTA Chief Minister of Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has said that the assets of the gov-
ernment will not be wasted under any circum-
stances and urged all citizens of Quetta, includ-
ing lawyers, to support the government in
improving Quetta,

He expressed these views during a visit to the
Circular Road parking plaza along with
Balochistan government spokesman Shahid
Rind, Commissioner and Administrator Quetta
Hamza Shafqat on Friday.

The Chief Minister said that there is not eleva-
tor in the 7-storey parking plaza and the plaza's
work is also incomplete, following which con-
tractor suspended and an inquiry has been
ordered. By activating the Circular Road parking
plaza, we have earned 1 million rupees in a
month. A hotel will be built on the roof of the
plaza with public public-private partnership. He
said that the municipality will build a parking
plaza in the meat market, after which the central
market of the city will be tumned into a walking
street. He said that traffic police will be provided
with lifis from the private sector.

In response to a question, the Chief Minister
said that there is a shortage of resources in
Balochistan and the available resources are not
being used properly, which does not benefit the
publlc We will improve Quetta’s sewage, park-
ing, and drainage system. He said that the
Metropolitan used to get 6 thousand rupees from
the Circular Road parking plaza, but now it has
increased to one million rupees. Instead of serv-

ing the public and the government, people

engage in corruption for their own benefit.

The contractor has been given advance pay-
ment and has fled. Now we are working to
improve the plaza. He said that the citizens of
Quetta need to clean the city during the cleaning
of Double Road, tires are being removed from
the drains, and the public also has to demonstrate
responsibility.

He said that 5 million rupees are allocated for
the maintenance of roads in each district, which
is eaten up by corrup.t people. We have to intro-
duce a new mechanism under our current
resources, and we can generate revenue through
Mines and Minerals,

Balochlstan most affected by |
climate change, says Bugti | .

By Our Reporter

Environment Naseem ur

Quetta

.

Metropolitan
Corporation. He appealed to
the lawyers to also support
us. There is a rent of 55
rupees in the municipal
plaza. Lawyers should also
reconsider their rents. He
said that the rent for the café
in the municipality is 6 thou-
sand rupees. We will vacate
it and build a modern café
where people from different
classes can sit. The Chief
Minfster said that
Commissioner Quetta has
been instructed to conduct
an assessment of the design
flaws and improvements in
Sariab Road. Investigations
into the antack on journalists
arc ongoing, and instruc-

tions have been issued to the °

relevant SP to arrest the cul-
prits soon.

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said
Balochistan is the most affect-
ed by climate change as the
heavy rains and floods in 2022
caused a heavy financial loss
reported in the province.

The international communi-
ty has pledged 2.6 billion dol-
lars for rehabilitation activities
in the flood-affected areas,
| Sarfraz Buglti said this through
video link in a meeting of
Chief Ministers of the four
provinces on climate change
held under the leadership of
Prime Minister Muhammad
. Shehbaz Sharif.
=8 In the meeting, Advisor to
- the  Chief

Minister on

Rehman  and  Secretary

Environment Nadeem Khan

also participated.

Sarfraz Bugti said the com-
mitment announced by the
global community for the reha-
bilitation of flood victims of
Balochistan has not yet ful-
filled.

He urged the federal govern-
ment to take the provinces cn
board for policy and decision-
making related to combat cli-
mate change. The CM has pro-
posed in the meeting to formu-
late a sub-committee for effec-
tive consultation ‘with the
provinces to cope affects of cli-
mate

changc: Sarfraz Bugti said

that fee structure should be |-

decided ‘on the basis of the
needs of the provinces.

The government  of
Balochistan will follow the
guideline decided by mutual
consultation to deal with the
challenges of climate
change.
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Olive Branch in Political Discourse

Initially, it was President Asif Ali Zardari who emphasized the
necessity of political division and substantive discussions in his inau-
gural address to the joint session of parliament. Soon after, senior
PMLN Rana Sanaullah extended an olive branch to PTI founding
leader Imran Khan during a televised conversation. More recently,
industrialist Arif Habib has also urged Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to engage with Imran Khan, who is currently detained in Adiala Jail.
The media, too, has echoed these sentiments, urging all political fac-
tions to unite for the betterment of the nation. Opinions diverge
regarding the prospect of engaging with the PTI within the PML-N.
While one camp believes that initiating dialogue with the PTI could

~ mitigate the country's political tension, another faction views the PTI

- as a disruptive force that thrives on chaos.

Nevertheless, there is unanimity amongst politicians, businessmen,
journalists, and political analysts that Imran Khan poses the primary
obstacle to an amicable resolution through dialogue. The current state
of Pakistan urgently necessitates healing and the cessation of political

. animosity. While it is true that the PTI is often associated with tumult,
it remains an immensely popular party that cannot be dismissed out-
right. Engagement with the PTI is imperative for the sake of national
unity. Despite the PTI's history of reluctance, efforts towards dialogue
should not be abandoned. Recent insinuations of a potential 'deal’
between the PTI and the establishment have spurred speculations,
swiftly dispelled by Imran Khan. Realistically, Imran Khan faces two
viable options: engaging in dialogue with opposition parties or striking
a deal with the establishment. Presently, both avenues appear closed.
For meaningful dialogue to materialize, Imran himself must seize the
opportunity for negotiations hinted at by President Zardari and explic-

itly offered by figures like Rana Sana and PPP leader Nadeem Chan.
Some critics posit that the PTI missed a chance to expand its political
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