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Regd No. B.C.6

Balochistan cabinet
approves 500,000
metric tons wheat

procurement

APP

QUETTA: The Balochistun eabinct has approved pro-
curement of 500,000 metric tons wheat Uiis year in a
bid 1o ensure the commodity in arder to provide relief
to the masses and fixed the support price of wheat in
Balochistan equal to that of Sindh.

In the mecting chaired by Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Surfruz Bugti here Saturday, the cabinet has agreed
to change the method of procurement of wheat and or-
der 1o purchase customized modem eco-fnendly bags
for wheat, The cabinet has decided to stop the purchnse
of bardrana (begs) at the government level from next
year and instructed the Food Department that to pay the
amount of bardruna to the farmers instead of purchas-

ing it at government level, which will able the fanuers

to bags from the local market.

In the mecting, Secretary Food Saleh Baloch while giv-

ing a bo said that currently 58,000 bardmnas are

available with the Food Department while a tender has

been issued 10 purchase more. The cabinet also direct-

VOL XLV No. 720 QUETTA Sunday April 21, 2024 /Shawwal, 12 1445

ed the Food to capcel the tender and pus-
chase standard bags avaifible i the umrket, preventing
it from procurmg more traditional begs (or whent

The provincial cabinet approved the fiung of wheat
;niccwhichisequlwllwrncc fixed by Sindh govemn-
ment 10 stop smuggling of wheat from Balochntan to
Sindh due to price instability. The Balockistun Chief
Minister also approved the establshment of a moaitoe-
ing commuttee consisting of members of the assembly
to ensure 1 m wheat procurement, which
wll also incl:z: officers nominated by the chiel sec-
retary.
The commuttee will cxamune the tmsparency and
lack of deficiencics in the wheat procurement process
acroas the provinee. It was decided in the meeting that
procurement of wheat wall be done on fiest come fiest
served basis at oved centers without any
discritination. The cabinet also vved a grant of
R 500 million for the martyrs of Balochistan Police.
Addressing the cabinet meeting, Dalochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz, Bugti said that the stones of cor-
ruption in Bardtuna are not hidden from anyone. He
saud, “we have to impruve the rules-based system wnd
put it on the right wack o ensure the unplementation
of proposed measures in good fuith and by collective
consensus.”  He added that a mistake may be made,
but a fepeated act would pot be a mistake but would
be consider a deliberate act, for which there would be
T accountability at all levels
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