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Regd No. B.C.6

Balochistan cabinet
approves 500,000
metric tons wheat

procurement

APP

QUETTA: The Balochistun eabinct has approved pro-
curement of 500,000 metric tons wheat Uiis year in a
bid 1o ensure the commodity in arder to provide relief
to the masses and fixed the support price of wheat in
Balochistan equal to that of Sindh.

In the mecting chaired by Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Surfruz Bugti here Saturday, the cabinet has agreed
to change the method of procurement of wheat and or-
der 1o purchase customized modem eco-fnendly bags
for wheat, The cabinet has decided to stop the purchnse
of bardrana (begs) at the government level from next
year and instructed the Food Department that to pay the
amount of bardruna to the farmers instead of purchas-

ing it at government level, which will able the fanuers

to bags from the local market.

In the mecting, Secretary Food Saleh Baloch while giv-

ing a bo said that currently 58,000 bardmnas are

available with the Food Department while a tender has

been issued 10 purchase more. The cabinet also direct-

VOL XLV No. 720 QUETTA Sunday April 21, 2024 /Shawwal, 12 1445

ed the Food to capcel the tender and pus-
chase standard bags avaifible i the umrket, preventing
it from procurmg more traditional begs (or whent

The provincial cabinet approved the fiung of wheat
;niccwhichisequlwllwrncc fixed by Sindh govemn-
ment 10 stop smuggling of wheat from Balochntan to
Sindh due to price instability. The Balockistun Chief
Minister also approved the establshment of a moaitoe-
ing commuttee consisting of members of the assembly
to ensure 1 m wheat procurement, which
wll also incl:z: officers nominated by the chiel sec-
retary.
The commuttee will cxamune the tmsparency and
lack of deficiencics in the wheat procurement process
acroas the provinee. It was decided in the meeting that
procurement of wheat wall be done on fiest come fiest
served basis at oved centers without any
discritination. The cabinet also vved a grant of
R 500 million for the martyrs of Balochistan Police.
Addressing the cabinet meeting, Dalochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz, Bugti said that the stones of cor-
ruption in Bardtuna are not hidden from anyone. He
saud, “we have to impruve the rules-based system wnd
put it on the right wack o ensure the unplementation
of proposed measures in good fuith and by collective
consensus.”  He added that a mistake may be made,
but a fepeated act would pot be a mistake but would
be consider a deliberate act, for which there would be
T accountability at all levels
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Cabinet from oath to action

Sweanng in ceremony of provineial cabinet of Balechistan symbalizes und
denotes a new chapter i the province's governance. Towards progress and pros-
penity it is only the beginning of a long joumey. The real test of the cabinet's
cffectiveness will lie i its ability to translate rhetoric into action, to overcome
entrenched challenges, and to fulfill the aspirations of the people of Balochistan.
Only through sincere commitment, visionary leadership, and inclusive gover-
nance can the cabinet hope to realize the promise of a better future for
Balochustan, The recent oath taking ceremony of Balochistan's provincial cabinet,
compnsing 14 munisters and four advisors, marks a pivotal moment for the
region's political landscape. Led by Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugts, this newly
formed cabinet holds the responsibility of steening Balochistan towards progress
and addressing the pressing challenges that confront the province. However, the
real test lies not in the ceremony itself, but in the actions and policies that follow.
One of the chief concerns voiced by Bugt is the looming scarcity of develop-
ment funds for Balochistan in the coming years. This gnim reality underscores the
urgent need for prudent financial management and a strategic allocation of
resources 1o maximize impact. The cabinet must demonstrate fiscal discipline and
priontize projects that yield tangible benefits for the people of Balochistan. In hus
inaugural cabinet meeting, Chief Minister Bugti wasted no time n outlining the
government's prioritics, Emphasizing the need for efficient governance, he under-
scored the importance of setting the right direction and curbing unnecessary
expenditures. Bugti's remarks reflect recognition of the daunting task ahead a
province grappling with development deficits, secunty concems, and economic
dispanities.

Bugti's assertion that the conflict in Balochistan is not merely a battle between
the army and insurgents, but a broader struggle of the state, underscores the com-
plexity of the region's security landscape. Addressing these secunty challenges
requires a multifaceted approach that combines effecuve law enforcement with
socio economic development initiatives aimed at addressing the root causces of
discontent. The composition of the cabinet, with members hailing from diverse
political backgrounds, presents both opportunities and challenges. With six mem-
bers cach from the Mushim League-N and the People’s Party, and two from the
Balochistan Awami Party (BAP), the cabinet reflects a semblance of political
inclusivity. However, the real test lies in transcending political divides and foster-
ing a spint of collaboration to tackle Balochistan's myniad challenges. The swear-
ing-in ceremony itself was attended by prominent political figures and senior
officials, signaling a collective commitment to the province's welfare. However,
the true measure of success will not be in the pomp and circumstance of such
ceremonies, but in the concrete actions taken by the cabinet to improve the lives
of Balochistan's residents.

As the newly appomnted ministers and advisors assume their roles, they must be
guided by a sense of duty and accountability towards the people they serve. The
promises made dunng the election campaign must now translate mnto tangible
outcomes that alleviate the socio-cconomic grievances of Balochistan's populace.
Transparency and public engagement must be at the forefront of the government's
agenda, ensuning that decisions are made m the best mterest of the people and
that their voices are heard in the policymaking process. Additionally, the cabinet
must priontize initiatives aimed at empowernng marginalized communities, beadg-
ing regional disparitics, and promoting inclusive development across the
province.
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Man-made disasters

Alter climate change, man-made foc-
tors are mainly behind devastating sea-
sonal floods in the country. The first and
foremost contributor is the menace of
illegal  encroachments  near  river
streams and water paths. Torrential
rains and flash floods had played havoe
in Quetta and Balochistans Qilla
Abdullah, Chaman, Chagai, Gwadar,
Noushki and many other districts. Flagh
floods had also swept away bridges and
roadsinall affected arcas of Balochistan.
In the floods of 2022 more than
ten dams located in different areas of
the province were also affected due to
heavy rains. The province witnessed
massive raind that generated heavy
floods and caused destruction but in
this connection, the human errors and
mistakes are also main factors behind
all these disasters. Quetta 1s the capital
city of Balochistan and it is fast spread-
ing. The population of the city has
increased manifold and the construc-
tion of legal and illegal buildings are
underway without proper planning and
strategy. The encroachment mafia has
occupied lands and constructed build-
ings over the nullahs and old water
routes which is very risky and destruc-
tive. Unfortunately, the number of l{»m-
ple who have died during rain and flood
incidents is higher in Quetta city than
any other part of the province. Due to

blockage of water paths the heavy rains
that had gmvmlmn‘lmh floods not only
damnged  and  destroyed  dozons  of
houses bul water also entered other
roads and streets causing immense dif-
ficultiea for people whao suffered for sev-
eral days until water receded. To avoid
destruction and loss of human lives in
future it is essentinl that the govern-
ment and authorities concerned must
cloar all water paths and remove all ille-
gal construction and  encroachments
made on nullahs. Encroachments have
also badly affected the beauty of Quetta
and other towns of Balochistan, thus it
is very essentinl that the government
should come up with strong ection
against such elements associated with
the encroachment malia. Until and
unless the government doen not take
action against encroachments the city
will be in constant threat of floods. 1t is
||Or‘d that the administration of Quetta
will remove all  construction and
encroachments on nullahs and water
paths without any discrimination.
Morcover, cleaning of nullahs which are
filled with heaps of garbage is also very
important for smooth flow of water in
rainy seasons as it has been observed
that owing to excessive garbage dumpa
water changes its routes and spreadns
over the roads and streets. It is also
inevitable that we focus on pre-disaster
management, including urban  plan-
ning, forestation campaigns, and anti-
encroachment drives.
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WUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding over a meeting of the provincial cabinet on Sa\urday
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