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Rising incidents of terrorism
- worries CM Bizenjo

Directs Additional Chief Secretary, IGP to submit report on se

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo on Thursday expressed
his resentment over the in-
creasing incidents of terrorism
in some areas including Quetta.
He said that anti-national el-
ements wanted to create an
atmosphere of fear and terror
through vandalism and. terror-

ism on Independence Day.

The CM said that from the last
few years, there has been an
increase in the trend of terror-
ism in August saying that ef-
fective security measures in the
city were indispensable to deal
with ‘the threat of terrorism. He
also directed Additional Ch_Jef
Secretary Home and IG Police
to submit a report on security

measures saying that the peo-
ple and the city could not be
left at the mercy of terrorists.

A very negative impression is
being created regarding Balo-
chistan due to on basis of daily
blasts in the areas, he said and
added that the peace estab-
lished by the forces and the
sacrifices of the people could
not be allowed to be destroyed.

He also directed that police and

other security agencies should
ensure the establishment of
lasting peace and a fool-proof
secunity plan should be pre-
pared for Quetta. “
It is the right of the peopleé to
celebrate independence with-
out fear or danger, he said and
added that a peaceful environ-
ment should be ensured by
taking coordinated and effec-

tive action against the terrorist
elements. He also condemned
the blast at Moti Ram Road
and expressed regret over the

‘injuries of three people in the

explosion. o
Balochistan Chief Mimster

Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo on
Thursday said that instead of
criticizing each other, a joint
action plan should be adopted
in a realistic and intellectual
way to develop the province,
it was not true that only the
population -of Balochistan was
reduced. .
He also termed the criticiz-
ing of some political circles
meaningless regarding the new
digital census saying that those
who were criticizing-the few
census should also consider the
1998 and 2017 censuses.

curity measures

The people 1'es];;<:1ns.iblet3 afgf
used (O
e o due o 6 lack of cen-

istan due to the
211:15 should also be determines,
he said. The CM said that we
accepted the new census by
looking at the facts, I the new
census, the population gr_thh
rate in Balochistan were higher
than other provinces.
The problem of Balochistan
will not be solved by imcreas-
ing two or four seats mn the Na-
tional Assembly, he said and
added that for this, the Senate
would have to be empowered
in which all the provinces have
proportional  representation.
Mr. Bizenjo said that our po-
sition from the beginning was
that other factors should also
be included in the formula for
allocation of resources in NFC.
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Sanitation challenge

Cleanliness issues top Quetta city’s
C_hallenges. Issues with regard to sanita-
lion especially the lack of proper sew-
age system, toilets, tlean hygiene prac-
lices and waste management are ever
resulling in a host of illnesses and infec-
lions among the population. Due to the
absence of even basic infrastructure,
open defecation is not an uncommon
sight in the city. Moreover, poorly con-
structed sewerage lines are leading to
human waste seeping into ‘irrigation
channels, which contaminates the water
used for drinking and growing crops.
Water-borne ailments such as diarrhea
- threaten the lives of mainly young chil-
dren. Unicef’s report says, over 22,000
children around the world die each year
from diarrhea, and it remains one of the
leading causes of death among infants
and childrenin Pakistan. Unfortunately,
Pakistan also has one of the highest

rates of stunting in the world, which is.

partly attributed to the mismanage-
ment of waste disposal and the lack of
awareness of safe hygiene practices
within households. The sanitation con-
dition of Quetta has become a challenge
for the local administration and provin-
cial government. At present, the sanita-
tion condition of Satellite Town, Sariab
Road, Sabzal Road, Sirki Road, Brewery
Road and Qambrani Road Quetta is
very precarious. Heaps of garbage and

choked sewerage lines have made th‘P
life of people miserable. Under the pre
text of laying a gas pipeline, fiber opUL‘
and Quetta safe city project the roads

are broken and due to the accumulation

of drainage water it is almost challeng-
ing for pedestrians to walk. Despite
protests of residents and repeated
appeals to authorities concerned, no
efforls being made to address the sani-
tation issue in the city and provide reliel
to the citizens. This attitude of the
incumbent government, which is going
to end in while, has badly disappointed
people. It is the responsibility of the
Quetta Metropolitan Corporation o
play its due role in cleaning the city, in
removing garbage and fixing choked
sewerage lines. The authorities miust
ensure all the public and private depart-
ments follow proper SOPs before dig-
ging roads for any purpose. Those who
do not fulfill SOPs, action must be taken
against them. All departments be it
Quetta  Metropolitan ~ Corporation
or Quetta Development Authority must

work in accordance with the law and

must show their presence with regard
to cleaning of the city. Communities
need to be sensitized about the link
between sanitation and good health,
The solution lies in supplying clean
potable water to all communities, and
ensuring that sewage and waste is prop-
erly disposed of. Besides government,
the role of communities is also vital in
retaining proper sanitation.
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Both water scarcity and excess in the province are accelerated by climatic chan

BALOCHISTAN is fast emerging as Pakistan’s
chmatt.a hotspot. In recent years, it has become a
favc.)unte destination for the monsoon rains.
Owing to widespread flooding, all ground links
of the province with the rest of the country were
cut at least twice in the last two years. Imagine a
landmass that is larger in size than at least seven
states in the US, including Massachusetts, and is

* disconnected from the mainland for weeks and

months because the rains had washed away
poorly built road links and railway lines. This is
more damage than any outside enemy could
have inflicted on Pakistan. Clearly, climate
change has graduated from a nontraditional
security threat to become a perilous hazard to
national integration.

The province has, in recent years, received
more rains than many parts of Punjab, the tradi-
tional recipient of heavy monsoon downpour.
Balochistan is now facing a dual water crisis:
while struggling with extreme water scarcity,
the province is overpowered by annual inunda-
tion. Both scarcity and excess are accelerated by
climatic changes.

The character of agro-ecological zones has
begun to change, affecting unique characteris-
tics and environmental conditions of different
areas within the province. Some 10 rivers and
basins in Balochistan have completely exha.ustgd
their water resources. Per capita water availabil-
ity, including groundwater, has reduced over the
years at a much faster rate th§n the national
average, forcing outward migration. :

Governmental efforts to increase water avail-
ability through such measures as Ylater manage-
ment projects or rejuvenatingaquifers and karc.ez
maintenance have lacked long-term commit-
ment. Worse, successes have rarely been up-
scaled from project level for wider 'apphcanon.
The plans to address the water crisis through
check-dams or construction (inder the 100-dams
project do not fuliyA asidress the sedimentation,
dredging and desilting cl'!allenges that are

similar geographies elsewhere in the
world. These efforts are now also han}pgred by
multiple climate threats, particularly rising tem-
peratures, erratic rainfall patterns, and extreme
events such as floods, droughts and heatwaves.
Excessive precipitation poses a triple jeop-
vince: a) loss of topsoil because of

to the pro
;re?;y run-offs; b) large-scale damage to govern-

il

ment infrastructure; and c) widespread loss of
human lives, livelihoods, livestock and other
assets, particularly houses and communal lands.

Let’s see the ramifications of these trends and
initiate a conversation on how to cope with cli-
mate change in the province.

Topsoil Loss: Balochistan’s arid and semi-arid
lands and fragile ecosystems do not have the
absorptive capacity for heavy rains. The prov-
ince is particularly vulnerable to topsoil loss,
which has long-term negative impacts on soil fer-
tility, soil structure, productivity, biodiversity,
and ecosystem services.

Run-offs and topsoil losses, however, can be
measured at local and watershed levels by apply-
ing different models and methods. Such studies
are necessary to plan conservation and mitiga-
tive measures. Ecologists and environmental
economists can calculate the run-off and rate of
soil loss, and also estimate their environmental
and economic values. Estimating the economic
impact of soil loss on the sediment in reservoirs
is routinely undertaken by assessing the reduc-
tion in capacity for holding floodwaters and
water reserves for power generation. Several
government departments have the capacity to
calculate these costs and help build a case for
accessing the loss and damage fund whenever it
is operationalised.

Infrastructural Loss: The provincial infra-
structure is not designed to withstand heavy
monsoon rains and floods. The rains have been
record-breaking and have resulted in dispropor-
tionately higher economic losses, undoing the
development gains of the past 75 years.
According to the government’s Post-Disaster
Needs Assessment (PDNA), Balochistan lost $1,625
million in the 2022 floods, with damage to
schools, hospitals, roads, bridges, power stations,
and other public infrastructure.

Critics have blamed these heavy losses on
poor and nontransparent procurement processes
that do not adhere to existing construction
§tandards and materials. It is, however, also
important to see how far construction standards
and guidelines have been climate-proofed to
withstand the accelerating climatic changes.
Whlle'a 'parl:ament'ary committee or a judicial
commission shou!d investigate the first, the sec-
onq yvould require technical studies and the
revision of national construction standards and

Balochistan in hot water

ges.

guidelines, a process that has to be led b)lrl 3’::
Pakistan Engineering Council together wit
federal and provincial planning boards. 1

Human settlements: Hamlets are scarte.red a
over the landscape in Balochistan, often times 11 |
harm’s way. The PDNA has_not given any exact
figure, but the National Disaster Management
Authority estimated that almost 242,000 houses
were destroyed or damaged in 24 districts dur-
ing the 2022 floods. Additionally, the reports
suggested that 304,000 acres of crops were lost
and 500,000 livestock killed in the province.
These are big losses for people living on subsist-
ence and below the poverty line.

Cash ' disbursement through the Benazir
Income Support Programme can only be a one-
off activity. The province needs long-term
approaches, particularly risk transfer and insur-
ance mechanisms for human lives, shelter, stand-
ing crops, livestock and micro-businesses. A
recent innovation has been made by the World
Bank’s $500m Sindh Floods Emergency Housing
Reconstruction Projectthat gives a cash grant of
Rs300,000 to construct flood-proof houses. The
project empowers recipients, especially women-
led households, and ensures that each benefi-
ciary receives land ownership documents from
the government, This project presents a strong
case for replication in Balochistan.

As the largest province with less than six per
cent of Pakistan’s total population, Balochistan
has been punished for decades for having a
smaller population. The just-approved 2023 cen-
sus will further reduce the financial award to the
province by the federal government, at least
compared to Punjab and Sindh. Enabling cli-
mate-resilient housing will help address the
communal climate adaptation needs.

For decades, Pakistan subscribed to the
Anglo-American view that the Russian south-
ward expansion was inspired by the will of Peter
the Grgat, who wanted an all-weather port in
Balochistan’s warm waters. Balochistan has paid
a heavy price for this view by enduring underde-
velopment and nominal investments. We know
now that this policy has also accentuated climate
vulnerability and put Balochistan in the hot
waters of climate change.m
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