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Governor lauds PSC
role in ensuring merit
Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali
Khan Kakar said that the Balochistan Public Service
Commission (PSC) plays a key role in the appointment
of officers based on merit and competence 1n various
government departments, :
; pcrl_'mmm:lcc and contribution of the officers ap-
pointed in various departments at the provincial level
on the honest selection of E:D commission
He expressed these views while talking to a delegation
of commission members led by Balochistan Public
Service Commission Chairman Abdul Salik Khan. On
this occasion, Governor Balochistan said that a large
number of young people with degrees in their hands
are looking for employment. Youth are suffc-ing from
mental retardation due to long unemployment. Pro-
viding cn'nplognmi to these youths as well as placing
g%ﬂ T suitable places according 1o their abilities is a
' cult but necessary process.
[ He said that the :mn[:n‘.i of the commission should -
play their part in ensunng the better future of the prov-
mce and appointing cvery person of the society to the
| appropriate place according to his ability, -
Governor Balochistan said that a better way to remove
the complaints of candidales related to recruitment in
govemment jobs is o select all the employees through
- ' acommission, thus ensunng the adherence to merit and
transparency in the recruitment process.
In the end, Chairman Commission Abdul Salik Khan
presented the annual report of the institution to Gover-
nor Balochistan, :
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Govt limits
security for

VVIP
movements

Stall Report

QUETTA: On the in-
structions of Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Ab-
dul Quddus Bizenjo on
Wednesday, Chicl Secre-
tary (CS) Secretarint sent
a letter to the secretaries
and directed for limiling
security  arrangements
during the VVIP move-
menls,

The additional security
arrangements  not  only
affect the traffic but also
cause inconvenience 1o
the citizens, while it has
often been seen that am-
bulance and fire brigade
vehicles also gel stuck in
rush during VVIP traffic,
snid in the letter,

Tt hay been said in the post
that the Chiel Minister has
already restricted the se-

ing his visitand itis hogcd
that in view of the public
interest, the Govemor of
Balochistan would also
limit the secunty arrange-
ments during his visit.
The letter said that securi-
ty preparations should be
ortionate and reason-

= | able during the movement

of provincial ministers

and assembly members.

s ——

curity arrangements dur-
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Power outages

Various parts of Balochistan, includ-
ing that of its capital Quetla is witness-
ing long- hours of electricity load-shed-
ding and low voltage. The economy is
directly linked with electricity there-
fore long hours of load-shedding badly
shutters the local econdmy particularly
to the agriculture sector which is the
mainstay of the economy of the coun-
try. Unannounced 18 hours of load-
shedding is costing the farmers mil-
lions of rupees losses and rendering
thousands of people jobless. Sadlw,
those who submit the electricity bills
are also being made scapegoats and the
condition of farmers has already
become pathetic due to deterioration of
the agriculture sector. Unfortunately,
except in three districts, the irrigation
in the rest of other districts is depend-
ent on electricity tube-wells. While the
government has not honored ils com-
mitment to convert agri- tube wells
into salar energy. QESCO officials say
if dues are paid the duration of load-
shedding would be reduced. The dues
of QESCO ought to be paid by the pov-
ernment, however, it is also imperative
that the QESCO authority must also
come up with behavioral change
instead of making lame excuses. There
are a number of feeders where consum-
ers regularly pay their dues and the
recovery results are also satisfactory
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despite depriving consumers of these
feeders of electricity is absolutely irra-
tional and undue. Such steps. on the
part of QESCO disappoint consumers
particularly that of farmers who work
hard and when there is long hour load-
shedding their all hard work goes
wasted. The federal and provincial
government of Balochistan had been
claiming to bring development in
Balochistan but practically both are not
even paying heeds to address this grim
issue of people of Balochistan. If the
Balochistan government is really seri-
ous about removiny, poverty and
unemployment from the province then
it is essential that the government must
take up this issue with the federal gov-
ernment on priority basis. The econ-
omy of the country in general and the
economy of Balochistan in particular
are under crisis. It is hoped that the
Balochistan povernment will take this
issue s-vrinu:;iy and will clear all.dues
of QESCO at the earliest and will take
up this issue with the federal govern-
ment. Moreover, QESCO should also be
bound Lo abide by the law and must
ensure smooth supply of electricity
with proper voltage. The QESCO
authority must also take action against
black sheep within the department
with whom illegal tube-wells and
workshops are running due to’ which
the QESCO cannot complete its revov-
ery and all onus is put on those con-
sumers who submit bills regularly.
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Balochistan's Budget: a
holistic approach to progress

The recent announcement by the Balochistan government regarding
the allocation of funds in the upcoming budget reflects a commendable |
focus on healtheare and development initiatives. Substantial amounts
have been earmarked for health cards and medicines, among other cru-
cial sectors. This decision, combined with an inclusive approach to
budget formation, underscores the government's commitment 0
addressing pressing issues and fostering growth in the province. With an
allocation of 5.8 hillion rupees for health cards, the Balochistan govern-
ment aims to provide essential healthcare services to its citizens. This
proactive step will ensure that individuals from all walks of life have
access to quality medical treatment, thereby improving the overall well-
being of the province's residents. Moreover, the allocation of 2.7 billion
rupees for medicines highlights the government's commitment 1o secur-
ing an adequate supply of essential drugs, an essential aspect of a well-
are system. In addition to healthcare, the budget also
caters to other vital scctors. The allocation of 2 billion rupees for skill
development programs demonstrates the government's recognition of
the importance of equipping the workforce with the necessary skills for
a rapidly cvolving job market. This investment will contribute to
empowering individuals, reducing unemployment rates, and bolstering
economic growth in Balochistan.

The allocation of 1 billion rupees for food security underscores the
government's commitment to addressing one of the fundamental needs
of its people. By investing 1n agricultural development and ensuring
food availability, the government aims to improve food security across
itiative will not only alleviate hunger but also
enhance the resilience of local communities and promote sustainable
agric :lural practices. It is commendable that the budget formulation
process includes input from all partaers and members of the assembly.
This inclusive approach ensures that diverse perspectives are consid-
ered, leading to a well-rounded and representative budget. Morcover,

/o
Lo

functioning healthe

the province This in
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prioritizing revenuc-increasing sectors underscores the government's
commitment to fostering economic growth and financial stability. The
allocation of funds for important initiatives such as the Balochistan
Education Endowment Fund, Pension Fund, Public Endowment Fund,
and the Public ealth and Primary Healthcare Initiative (PPHI) further
reflects the government’s dedication to the betterment of socicty. By

investing in cducation, pension schemes, and public welfare, the gov-
and create a more

emment demonstrates its resolve to uplifl its citizens
equitable socicty. While the budget allocation highlights the govemn-
ment's vision for the upcoming fiscal year, if is equally important to
ensure eflicient utilization of the allocuted funds.

blish robust monitoring mechanisms 10
prevent mismanagement, corruption, and wastage of resources, By pro-
moting transparency and accountability, the government can instill pub-
lic confidence and demonstrate its commitment to fair distribution of the
budget. Moreover, as the budget 1s being prepared, it s imperative to
¢t and take into account the sug-

The government should esta

address the specific needs of each distn
gestions of stakeholders. Prioritizing sectors with the potential for rev-
enue generation, such as industrial offices and the fisheries department.
and job creation. Additionally, spe-

will contribute to economic growth
ve budgeting, recogniz-

cial attention should be given to gender-responsi
ing the unique challenges faced by women and ensuring their inclusion
in development initiatives. The budget allocation by the Balochistan
- government for the next financial year reflects a commendable commit-
ment to healthcare, development, and inclusive governance. By invest-
ing in healthcare, skill development, food secunity, and other critical
sectors. the government aims 1o improve the well-being and livelihoods
of its people. [t is crucial for the government to ensure effective utiliza-
tion of the allocated funds, promote transparency, and address the spe-
cific needs of each district. Through these cfTorts, Balochistan can pave
the way for progress, prosperity, and a brighter future for its citizens.
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QUETTA: A delegation led by Chairman Public Service Commission Abdul Salik Khan calls on Governor Balochistan Abdul Wali
Kakar on Wednesday. .




