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Electl'iinl‘l worse as electricity is available only for
. g fourhoursonada y basis Consequertly /
~th 1 _ the agricultural, industrial ar ‘
Ba].OChlStan activities in Balochistan grﬁly suffgi
Despite living in this modern era, a besides civic problems, and it sti
large part of Balochistan is still without remains the least- developed province.
electncnty sople still use wood, stoves, Solar power, wind energy, geothermal

kerosene lamps and other means to ful- and mi o-hydro systems are among the
fill their needs and requirements. Most various resources in Balochistan for
oftt:({pamaﬁepmmmmtm éhﬂmandmwablemgyhxldly,
nected tothenational grid. Unfortunately, Baio®stn has a long coastline with
in the power sector therefore, still more "= PE of 57 meters per second,
1 half of its area is without proper suitable for wind power generation,
ades in spite of its strategic importance, Pasni, Lasbela and Khuzdar. To meet the /
msh'mﬁwwﬂﬂmmodeﬂand demand of electricity in Balochistan, it is
manageable. While the province is rich imperative that the federal government
in natural resources, like natural gas, must focus on the province and ensure
coal, through which producing energy is supply of electricity to every household
: ‘e while the province is also of the province. Since Balochistan has
great potential in producing electricit
' : other alternative sources, the fed-
eral government must come up with
financial support to the province so that
it could meet its power needs easily. The
government of Balochistan had
announced that it would convert all
agri- tube- wells into solar but despite
passage of a long period the govern-
ment is not honoring its commitment.
The government must also invite inves-
tors in Balochistan for investment in the

L wmhﬂyf«m‘lhsmmbmm energy sector and also take earnest
" the rural areas, where 85 percent of the steps to link the entire province with
total 1316 million population lives, is national grid station.
; : .
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" Reko Diq and
| Presidential Reference

Notices have issued 10 Barrick Gold, government of Balochistan
and other concerned authorities on the maintainability of the presi-
dential referencé regarding Reko Dig. A five judges' larger bench
judges comprising of judges belongs to all four provinees namely
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail, Justice Aijazul Ahsan, Justice
Munib Akhtar and Justice Yahya Afridi., has constituted to hear the
presidential reference. Chief Justice Pakistan Umar Atta Bandial

heading the bench of apex court. It is germane to mention that

presidential reference was filed in the Supreme Court, on the
adyice of premier Sharif, to get validation for the new Reko Dig
project deal under Article 186 of the Constitution, Pakistan govern-
ment is ambitious to seek an opinion from the apex court regarding
the contract with Barrick Gold Corporation in the Reko Diq refer-
ence.

On the other side major player the Barrick Gold Corporation
BCC wants government to get the Reko Diq gold and copper deal
emblazoned by the public representative legislative assembly and \
the Supreme Court for the long term sustainability of the invest-
ment in the milestone project. Reko Diq copper-gold mines are
world's fifth largest underdeveloped reservoirs, project is being
restarted after remaining on hold since 2011 Federal cabinet last
month approved filing the presidential reference to the Supreme
Court on the said project. Question is that why government needs
clarification through Supreme Court, M‘Wﬁfﬂmem e
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sought opinions on two problems. Mainly, deal with the com-
plainant company compliant with the apex court's earlier judgment
in the Maulvi Abdul Haq case? Additionally, is the proposed ,
Investment Protection Act compliant with the Constitution?
Cabinet on September 30th approved filing the presidential refer-
ence with respect to the questions of law of public importance.
According to the new settlement in last December 2021, half or 50
percent of the new project's shares would be owned by Barrick
Gold, while the remaining shares would be owned by Pakistan,
divided equally between the Centre and the Balﬂchlstan govern- .
ment.
After 18th constitutional amendment share of Balnchxstan gov-
emment are 25 percent of remaining share of 50 percent while fed-
eral government's share of 25 t will be divided equally
mm&fm owned enti mm the Oil and Gas
- Development Corporation Limited OGDCL, Pakistan Petroleum
>d PPL, and Government HOMS Pakistan Limited GHPL.
No pnvﬂe company was included in the project by the Pakistani
mde despite efforts. Balochistan's share shall be held by provincial
- government's company wholly owned and controlled bythmm
alochistan government will not incur any expenses in the devel- , /
opment of the mines; nearly $10 billion will be invested in for
development in Balochistan along with $1 billion for social uplift
jects roads, schools, hospitals and the creation of technical
‘gung institutes for mining. It is also said that investment will
create over 8,000 new jobs. Reko diq project alone shall make
Balochistan the largest recipient of foreign direct investment in the
- country. To ensure optimal utilization of the nation's mineral
- wealth, the government is also considering setting up a smelter.
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