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Boosting trade
egq

Pakistan and Irqn have not'anly been
g:od since the be -
t under the existing trade relations
between the two countries, the current
trade volume is much less than its capac-
ity. In 2006, both" countries s;gned a

trade agreement at the mintsterial level.
Later, in 2016, it was agreed to increase

without delay ancl taj‘e ste

of both:eaunuieain theform 6{{. L b

R
P and Iranian authorities
should discuss this important issue

‘obstacles in mutual ;rade
situation in border distri
worse when the borders are closed for
formal and informal business.

Tvl‘-;le clamj{‘;s of tax-free trade and
travel corri as Zero
and Rahdari. &Im‘ Taftan deprwpmes
thousands of families of ‘their liveli-

bilateral trade from 30 million dollars to “ peod.

5 billion dollars by 2021. In November,
tlwsaxdpmed was exlended by two
- years again on the occasion of the visit
of the Pakistani trade de%gationat the
numstenailevelm’l’ehm
Accordi;
of Iran to P Syedmmm
‘Mdmabouttheproyesabetwmﬂw
two countries, has reiterated the com-
evel of ;*“i‘?m"é;“}fn“:.i““““"*
e next year.
This is a welcome development and
‘ﬁuplamthedehgedmy aﬂgerasm

Compared with othe: provinces,
Balochistan trails behind in economic
development as its 12 million residents
face poverty, poor hen.lth and infra-
- structure, and Jow li . Some ana-
 lysts claim that all Balochistan deepl
relies on the informal fuel trade wit

- Iran. Though presently, the Pakistan-

[ran trade is only in the re ion of a few
hundred million dollars. This figure can
grow manifold if both states decide to

,s;gaimﬁmnﬂy in\pmve tﬁ@ ties. -

mﬁumal border

i§edand Hib peciite fa ._‘.I

mremove )

\‘mdudes me;mm&ﬂ projects for

provided
‘pending for  in this underdeveloped part of the coun-
¢ the past 12 years.

it could bring jobs to the impover-

Pakistan is alveady sending 63% of ﬁdmgmm:womsssmdm
 Iran's rice req t to Iran and Iran workmagmntmaqupmpmmote

‘ hsscmeemmmmm&mm'ﬁaﬂg ile n specifically needs
338 tariff lines. It is 1 without 'lnﬁgllﬂmaawkomaybeumealedby
 the involvement of officials and the cap- of better ties with lran that
ita! mmaa £o mmemhmmlwﬁus ismnmmfercmwem.
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PM vows relief
measures for
flood survivors
in Sohbatpur

Two-month waiver for power
consumers, school construction,
mobile maternity units, medicine,
food supplies ordered

By Saleem Shahid

QUETTA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday met flood survivors in Sohbatpur district and
announced a two-month waiver for power consumers in
the affected parts of the country besides immediate provi-
sion of drinking water, food and medicines.

He reviewed relief efforts and interacted with the flood-
affected people who informed him about the problems fac-
ing the tent city in Nasirabad division. He told them that
two trucks carrying bottled water would reach the area
immediately while 10 tonnes of the commodity would be
made available within the next two days.

The premier also ordered the authorities concerned to
set up'two mobile maternity units in the area, ensure
availability of life-saving and anti-venom medicines, and
the arrangement of over two million mosquito nets for
flood-hit parts of Balochistan.

He directed them to pace up the drainage of stagnant
water and complete the activity within 10 days instead of
the expected fortnight, He called for deploying additional
human resources and machinery to amplify work in view
of the sufferings faced by the people.

“Instead of indulging himself in politicking as being !
done by some leaders amid floods, serving the masses is

He vowed that a mechanism would be established to
revive the crops of wheat and cotton in the flood-affected
areas. He said the coalition government at the centre |
along with the provincial government was making all-out
efforts to provide relief to the people in flood-hit areas.

During his visit to Sohbatpur, the prime minister also
announced waiver of fuel cost adjustment for electricity

- consumers to provide some relief to people facing mulriple
challenges due to the floods. The waiver for August and
September utility bills will benefit millions of domestic
and commercial power consumers.

Federal Minister for Defence Production Sardar Israr
Ahmed, Balochistan Chief Secretary Abdul Aziz Uqaili,
Senator Sana Jamali, MPA Saleem Ahmed Khosa,
Nasirabad Commissioner Bashir Ahmed Bangulzai and
other senior officials were present during the premier’s
daylong visit. However, Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudoos
Bizenjo was conspicuous by his absence.

Ali Jan Mangi in Dera Murad Jamali also contributed to this report
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AWARAN&:_Qwief Minister Balochistan Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo interacting with local people in Jhal Jhao area of
Awaran on Thursday. :
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