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Storing flood water

With the monsoon season expected to
lasttwo months, the country has already
‘the national rainfall was recorded at 181

per cent above average, making this July
the weltest since 1961.

Pakistan's Monthly Climate Summary
- for July, issued Qby the Pakistan
Meteorologic: artment (PMD) on

‘Wednesday, said | s year's monsoon

set on in the country from June 30, a day

before its normal onset date when
strong moist currents from the Arabian
Sea started penelrating into southern
Sindh from July 1.1t also mentioned rea-
sons based on detailed data information
of 25 climate stations of the country. The
currents ‘spread over upper and central
pparts of the country from July 6. In addi-

tion, the moist currents from the Bay of

Bengal also kept entering the country

. and these features lasted almost

through the entire month.

PMD%5  summ; said that with
I across the coun-
try in July, the month’s showers were
‘excessively above average’ in Baloch-
istan and Sindh. It said National rainfall
for the month of July 2022 was larg-

ely(181pcjabove average and stood as

record wettest July since 1961, adding
that the previous month’s rainfall alone
exceeded the total normal monsoon sea-
sonal rainfall by 26pc. Itsaid Balochistan

more rainfall than average Excessive

rains and general flash floods inflicted

serious human and financial losses to

[Balochistan but due to missing of

required dams particularly in Baloch-

istan the water could not be stored.

Unfortunately, some small medium
dams built in Balochistan were dam-
aged owing to massive water storage as
well as poor construction material used
while construction of dams. Most of the
parts of Balochistan are not in monsoon

ranges therefore the ratio of rains par-
miﬂmmmmkmrym
however, in winter Balochistan receives

ue to over pumping of groundwater
for drinking as w&ﬂn%sfmgr:;ﬁfultum
purposes the water table has dropped
down alarmingly. Therefore, experts

:eggest construction of small and -

ium size dams are inevitable for
ground water. To address the shortage
of water issue in Balochistan, the gov-
ernment must take practical steps in
constructing standard dams at right
and suitable sites that not only should
help people for irrigation purposes. The
government must ensure completion of

all under- construction dams at the ear-
liest and ensure quality and standard

of material and work so that the rain
water should be stored.
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