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and small-size farmers has been dealt a
serious blow at a time when various
ctops were at the haweshn stage.
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wasted and growers will have to reinvest

‘in other crops once the rainwater has

receded. This time, Balochistan in par-
ticular has seen uncharacteristically
heavy rains during the monsoon season
this year. The recent floods in the prov-
ince triggered by the rains have devas-
tated the homes of thousands of people,
especially in the Lasbela District. So far

196people hmdmdandhwiﬂmdsof
others The

E!oods ardfslorms destroyed hundreds of

so!arpanelsﬁm]ledmmﬂlwfm'

whdamﬁws

gt e ﬁnshuﬁebssewmﬁ
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- damaged the farming
orin  Submerged conditions also disturb the
the farmlands’ fertility leading to water

os is still intact. The heavy d
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mglofthedo . The
heavv floods have not only
destroyed agriculture tube-wells and
standmgaopsbuttl'ueyhavea]sobadly
lands. Erosion and

sged soils, which will then need p
ilitation. It is essential that the gov-
ernment at first take steps for the proper
restoration of the old natural waterways
so that'rainwater is drained out easily
otherwise rains will ;
havoc every season. farmers of
Balochistan were almady facing differ-
ent challenges such as load-shedding,
low prices and production of different
g;:ps, and now the natural calamity in
shape of heavy downpours and
floods pushed them back and it would
take clewdes for them to stand once
again on their feet. Therefore, it is essen-
tial that the federal and lhe incial

. ts, after ha led the
mneeds of shelter, food, l_e;&n drink-
mg water and health supplies, should

i“dulznto &rmf:r; free agri-
pac.kage ding seeds, fertilizers, pes-
small hoois and_ msh’un‘mta
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Independence Day

celebrated with

zeal, fervour 1n .
GB, Balochistan

By Saleem Shahid and Jamil Nagri

QUETTA / GILGIT: The Independence
Day was celebrated with great enthusi-
asm ‘and zeal across Balochistan and
Gilgit Baltistan on Sunday with the deter-
mination o make Pakistan a developed
and prosperous nation.

Flag hoisting ceremonies were held
in Quetta and other areas of Balocshitan
while political parties, members of
civil societies and youth organisations
took out processions carrying national
fidgs on cars and motorbikes throughout
the day,

Key ceremonies were held at Governor
House, Balochistan Assembly, Balochistan
High Courr and all divisional and district
headguarters.

Balochistan Acting Governor Mir Jan
Muhammad Jamali congratulated the
entire nation on 75 years of independ-
ence and noted that Pakistan was the
only nuclear power among Muslim coun-
tries, “which makes its defence impreg-
nable”.

He said Balochistan was the guarantor
of the country’s bright future, so the fed-
eral government must also play an active
role in developing the province and bring-
ing prosperity toits people.

“We got freedom after a long
struggle of our elders and countless sacri-
fices.

“Now, it’s the responsibility of the
young generation to maintain their free-
dom forever,” Mr Jamali said.

“On this important day, we, as a nation,
should carefully analyse what we have
lost and found over the last 75 years.”

Speaking at a flag hoisting ceremony
in the lawns of the provincial assembly,
Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Qudus
Bizenjo said freedom was a great blessing
of Allah which we should cherish and
should not hesitate to make any sacrifice

to protect and develop the country.

He regretted that the nations that
became independent after Pakistan were

now more developed.

“We are lagging behind them because
we failed to play our role for the develop-

ment and prosperity of Pakistan.™

The chief minister noted that citizens
were going through a tough phase across
the province due to recent rains and flash
floods bur stressed that it had also ended
a long drought and raised groundwater

levels.

He also expressed sorrow over the
crash of a military helicopter during a
reliefl operation in Lasbela earlier this
month and s#id history will always
remember the officers who had lost their

lives in that accident.

The chief minister paid homage to Lt
Gen Sarfraz Ali and five other service
members who were martyred in the inci-
dent and said the manner in which the

Pakistan Army had conducted relief work
in the Hood-hit districts was commenda-
ble,

He claimed relief goods were supplied

to the peaple affected by floods in a trans-

mmmt madnnﬁer and no case of corruption
e aelivery of relief

fa o ef goods was

He alse noted that helicopters were

used to supply relief goods and rescue citi-
ZEns in some areas;

The chief minister said the biggest
challenge was rehabilitating the affected

people and the damaged communication
system.

The unprecedented rainsin Baléchistan
badly damaged the communication sys-
tem and government infrastructure, he

He expressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and'the federal
government for their cooperation,

The premier's visits to Balochistan’s

flood-hit areas was a proof of his love for
the province, the chief minister added.
Independence  Day  celebrations
were also held in Dera Murad Jamali,
Khuzdar, Kalat, Turbat, Loralai, Noshki,
Gwadar, Pishin, Chaman, Sibi, Hub,
Ziarat, Dera Bugti and other areas of the
province,
Lt Gen Ghafoor’s visit to Quetta

Meanwhile, Commander XII Corps Lt
Gen Asif Ghafoor paid a surprise visit to
Quertta on Independence Day and met citi-
Zens.

He visited several areas of the city with-
out additional protocol and stopped at sev-
eral places.

It was Lt Gen Ghafoor’s first visit to the
city after assuming the office of the XII
corps commander.

' Celebrations in GB

The Independence Day was celebrated
across Gilgit-Baltistan with traditional
zeal and fervour.

‘The national flag was hoisted on all
important public and private buildings,
offices and tourists areas while bazaars
and markets were illuminated with col-
ourfiil lights.

Rallies and functions were held to high-
light the importance of the day.

The main function was held at Yadgar-
i-Shohda in Chinarbagh area of Gilgit
where Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Minister
Khalid Khurshid Khan hoisted the flag.

Speaking on the occasion, the chief
minister said that the independence of
Pakistan had inspired the people of GB o
revolt against the Dogra regime and they
finally secured independence on
November 1, 1947,

A floral wreath was laid at the mauso-
leum of Havaldar Lalak Jan Shaheed in
Ghizer district fo pay homage to the brave
son of the soil. .

Force Command Gilgit-Baltistan Major
General Jawwad Ahmad laid the floral
wreath.

A contingent of Pakistan Army pre-
sented guard of honour while people from
different walks of life, civil and military
officials and relatives of the Havaldar
Lalak Jan Shaheed attended the cere-

mony. .
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Two soldiers martyred
in Harnai shootout

Officer sustains injuries
as militants storm
check post; Panjgur
DC house comes

under grenade attack

By Saleem Shahid
and Behram Baloch

QUET'TA | GWADAR: Amid an
increase in militant attacks on secu-
rity forces, two Pakistan Army per
sonnel embraced martyrdom and
two others received injuries in sepa-
rate incidents in Balochistan.

Ina r,zatemem on Sunday, the

Caffairs

wing, said the termnsm assaulted a

check post in the Khost area of the

Harnai district resulting in the
martyrdom of two soldiers and
injuries to an officer as a result of

heavy firing,

“Having successfully repu]sadw‘
the distant fire raid, the escaping
terrorists were pursued into the
nearby mountains,” the statement
said, adding, “As a follow up, during
an encircling effort to cut off fieeing
terrorists, a heavy exchange of fire
took pl.ace between terrorists and a
security forces patrol as well.”

It said that during the skirmish,

., Naik Atf and Sepoy Qayyum

embraced martyrdom besides Major
Umer who gotinjured.

The ISPR statement said the secus
rity forces remained determined to
“thwart attempts at sabotaging
peace, stability and progress of
Balochistan™.

ané Minister Shehbaz Shanf

CDn
thd ché&:'“ﬁdst, m 1:: L

statement, the prime minister
expressed “griefl and sorrow over

thzemartyrdmnefﬂalkAufand._

Saghe_ser Abmed got injured and four vehi-
cles, including a bulletproof vehicle, were
damaged.

Fortunately, deputy commissioner Sasoli
and other members in the house remained
unhurt. Soon after the blast, levies and per-
sonnel of other law enforcement agencies

' rushed to the site and slufted the mjured

opgrator t}::a a hospital, -

o one has claimed res nsxbﬂityfor
attack so far. However, aps:amh -
was laufiched by the Qetuhti‘fofces ﬂ'»‘the
area to trace the motorcyclists who were
- involved in the grenade attack,

On Saturday, an #rmy soldier was
mz_u:_tyred in an TED blast in Lower Dir as
mxhta_.nts_ stepped up attacks against
security forces in Khyber Pakhtumkhwa.
Similarly, on Aug 9, four soldiers were
martyred in a suicide blast at a military
convoy in the Mir Ali area of North
Waziristan district. .

Sepoy Qayyum who foiled the nefarious

designs of terrorists”

He prayed to Allah Almighty to “elevate

[the] ranks of the martyrs in paradise and
_ give courage to the bereaved family to bear
[the] loss™ He also prayed for the early

'y, Tecoyery of Major Umar. PM Sharif said
* the Pakistdni nation would never forget the
sacrifices of the martyrs

Grenade attack in Panjgur

In Panjgur, the official residence of the
deputy commissioner; Abdul Razzaq Saloli,
came under attack when unknown individ-
uals hurled a hand grenade at the house,
injuring an official of Levies and damaging
vehicles.

The officials said that the grenade
exploded in the backyard of the DC house.
As aresult of the explosion, levies operator
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