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Critical Juncture

mmnmmwmmmwmm
Balochistan government machitiery along with the assistance of Pakistan -
Amy,mpmm,m Provincial Disaster Management Aufhority,
) . ministration and resctie teams have been engaged in
sy and night. Nutiiber ofcausalities has reached
to 164 after 15 mwmm 67 mien; 54 children and 43
women are among the deceased persons. The nutrber of injured has also
reached to 74, along with 47 men, 16 children and eleven women.
According to’ the survey of PDMA, 6 highways and 16 bridges have been
broken on 670 km. number of house damagés also reached to 13 thousand
975. Loss to livestock has also exceeded to 23/000. At the most critical
juncture in the tenure, all ruling parties were Busmﬁﬁaﬁugaqﬂayiﬂsrm
throne than to care a little for the hapless citizens. This barbaric negligence
would take years, if not decades, and millions of precious foreign exchange
to recover. In the 22nd year of the twenty-first century, we are forced to
hang our heads in resignation as a much-expected natural disaster washes
- away our roads, bridges and even railway linkages. Areas like Toba
Achakzai hit the double whammy as after collapsed dams swept away hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of livestock and blew a death kiss to crops, they
were disconnected from ‘the rest of the country for frighteningly four days.
Tragically ironic of ironically tragic! However, much more terrifying than
the suspension of traffic between Balochistan and Sindh and the trade link-
ages with Tran have been the gaping holes the endless series of mother
nature's anger fits have pulled in‘our reservoirs. Hub dam has already
opened its spillways #nd is ready to ‘crumble down if the weather condi-
tions remain just as unrelenting.
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W aﬁym~ﬂm line of action. Clearly, we have not learned
any lessons from the last few years mwm@mmmw B
tndnwl disasters. May Mfe!&h spell of an unbearable hes :

: . on has drawn the ire for not so-appro-
mmmm%mmm& imposition of
Section 144 helped thousands of houses being washed away by the rising
water levels in any way whatsoever? And if not, doesn't asking people to
exercise caution amount to rubbing salt in their wounds” Like always, let

Mﬂwﬁemmﬂ&m ‘does not
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Expediting rief
activities

The bitterness of floods that wreak
havoc in most parts of Balochistan con-
tinues as at least 15 more people lost
their lives and the death toll has reached
164. According to the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA), the

dead include 67 men, 43 women and 54

children, while 74 people were injured
in various accidents. As. per PDMA
data, 13 thousand 975 houses have been
maged due fo rains and floods in the
province. Several highways and bric
were severely affected and also 23 thou-
sand 13 cattle have died. Crops, solar
plates, tube wells on one lakh 98 thou-
‘sand 461 acres of land have also been

damaged. Heavy rains and floods also
*b.a‘gz hit Nushki district where hun-

dreds of houses, roads and infrastruc-
ture were destroyed. The rains and
floods suspended electricity supply in
Nushki district which has not been
repaired despite a ‘of more than
one week. The affected people of Nushki
still wait government relief and are also
 protesting against government’s alleg
apathy towards helping flood affectees.
Unfortunately, this time monsoon’s
heavy rains affected more than a dozen
districts of Balochistan where relief and
rehabilitation activities on the part of
PDMA, Pak-Army and other organiza-
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tions are underway. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also paid wvisit to flood

.affectees of Naseerabad division and

Qila Abdullah districts where he also
met with the affected people and got
first hand information. PM also expre-
ssed his annoyance over lack of facilities
in camps of flood affectees where he
directed authorities to take immediate

steps for ensurmi:‘\aximum facilities

such as food, drinking water and medi-

cine to the camps. It is also encouraging
that the prime minister has also
announced com tion for the vic-
tims of flood affectees, However, there
are many far flung areas in the province
where still relief activities could not be

started due to different reasons particu-
larly owing to lack of resources with the’

provincial government. It is essential
that the provincial and federal govern-
ment must expedite their efforts to pro-
vide relief to the all affectees. In the sec-
ond phase, the authorities concerned

‘must carry out a comprehensive survey

of damages inflicted to the masses.
Without a proper and impartial survey
it would be difficult for the deserving
people to get government’s assistance.
Likewise, the government must also

eged ensure timely and transparent provi-

sion of compensation to the relatives of
flood victims who lost their lives and all
complications in this regard should be
removed. Timely provision of compen-
sation amount will help affectees to
minimize their worries and hardships.
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National relief,
rehab movement

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif says
that the devastation of floods is unspeak-
ahle and the nation should come forward
to help the victims. Entire media are try-
ing to show the he! of the flood
victims while the rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation processes are not-getting ade-
quate coverage. Affluent people want to
help suffering brethren but they are look-
ing up to the incumbent government to
lead a national relief and rehabilitation
movement to reach out to those affected
by the unprecedented floods chiefly in

Balochistan. Keeping in view gravity of
should have taken initiative by now such
an announcement of a flood relief fund
for the flood victims. -Settinﬁ::ide politi-
cal differences and joining hands to sup-
port the flood victims is the foremost
responsibility of the political forces and
leaders. Like the historical pattern of
floods and dam this time too, the
flood has hit the deprived areas and the
neglec_ted sections of the society. The geo-

le of Pakistan have been suffering from
Eoods for years, the same aid com-
pensation announcements and visits by
rulers make the headlines every year. No
one at the helm of affairs ever bothered to
look for a permanent solution to the
recurring problem. According to the
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report of Federal Flood Commission
(FFC), more than 20 major floods have
occurred in Pakistan from 1950 to 2022
These floods affected an area of 599,459
square kilometers, claimed 11,239 pre-
cious lives and caused a loss of more than
three hundred billion dollars to the
national economy. According to the rep-
ort of the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), about 350 people
have been killed so far in the recent mon-
soon floods, with the highest number of
deaths occurring in Balochistan. In
absence of a disaster management sys-
tem to deal with floods, Pakistan loses
about 800 million dollars every year.
Above all other affected sectors, the agri-
culture, which is the source of livelihood
for a large population of Pakistan, has
been badly affected, followed by the pri-
vate sector and ‘industries in the eco-
nomic sectors. The receht floods were
caused by unusually heavy rains during
the monsoon season in July and August.

Incidents of diversion of floodwaters are |
common in southern Punjab, Balochistan -
and interior Sindh, where influential and

politically powerful individuals divert
water to the standing crops of poor farm-

ers to save their lands. The flood thus

highlighted many instances of exploita-
tion by local ruling elite. Even after so
many decades, no arrangement has been
made to store excess water. Clean drink-
;rE? water was scarce for many people

tected by floods in the 1970s and remains
a problem today. Many of those infect

e

wpecmﬂy chﬂdﬁm, are hhela; to suffer

exterisive damage to the country’s infra-
structure are havi bng—tetm tive
impacts on Pakistfr%s food secu!:tgaand
the response of the federal and provincial
ies of children lying in the mud were tor-
menting but apathy has become a national
mood in Pakistan. Due to a political
schism in the nation public donations are
mtread‘t.inglhefk)o;vietims.
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