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Action against
encroachments

Torrential rains and flash floods have
played havoc in Quetta and Balochi-
stan’s Qilla Saifullah, Mastung, Bolan,
and Jaffarabad districts. Flash floods
also swept away bridges and delay and
check dams in all affected areas of
Balochistan. The Provincial Disaster
Management Authority Balochistan
has released a report on the damages
caused by the monsoon heavy rains
and flash floods in the province. Acco-

rding to the report, ‘at least sixty five

people were killed in various incidents
- the recent rains in Bolan,

'Qﬁewa,i Zhob, Dukki, Khuzdar, Kohly, -

Kech, Mastung, Harnai, Qila Saifullah
and Sibi districts. More than ten dams

located in different areas of the prov- gal

ince were also affecked due to h
rains. Itis very unfortunate that 65 peo-
ple lost their lives in rain related inci-
dents and the province faced dam

of millions of rupees in the shape of
destruction of houses, roads, dams and
other important infrastructure. The
province witnessed massive rains that
generated heavy floods and caused
destruction but in this connection the
human errors and mistakes also main

. factors behind all these disasters.

. Quetta is the capital city of Balochistan
and its is fast spreading. The popula-

tion of the city has increased manifold

and the construction of legal and illegal
buildings are underway without proper
planning and strategy. The encroach- |

‘ment mafia has occupied lands and]

constructed buildings over the m:l]aha1
and old water routes which is very
risky and destructive. Unfortunately,
the number of people died during rain
and flood incidents is higher in Quetta
city than any other part of the province.

not damnﬁ ged and destroyed doz-
ﬂ“m but water also entered
other roads and streets causing imme-
nse difficulties for people who suffered
avoid destruction and loss of human
lives in future it is essential that the gov-
ernment and authorities concerned must
clear all water paths and remove all ille-

heavy made on nullahs. Until and unless gov-

ernment does not take action against
encroachments the city will be on con-
stant threat of floods. It is hoped that
administration of Quetta will remove all
construction and encroachments on nul-
lahs and water paths without any dis-
crimination. Moreover, cleaning of nul-

lahs which are filled with heaps of gar-
bage is also very important for smooth
flow of water in rainy seasons as it has
been observed that owing to excessive
garbage dumps water changes its routes
and spread over the roads and streets.
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