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Addressing a function in Gwadar,
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, accompa-
nied by the provincial chief minister and
a Chinese delegation, called for bringing
all provinces and regions at par vis-a-vis
socio-economic development. In this con-
nection, he made several announcements
for the development of port city where a
1 ortion of the population is ged
in fi F;ng. The Prime Minister perggahﬁsed
to provide 2,000 engines for boats to them.
Besides this, a 200-acre residential colony
will be set up in Gwadar a university will
also be established to provide higher edu-
cation facilities. The Prime Minister said
that people should be the protectors of

foreign investment.

promotes economic, social and political
development. In the same country, when
some areas become masterpieces of inno-
vation and some become the tragedy of
batkwardness, deprivation arises. The
initial form of these frustrations mani-
fests itself in violent protests and
demands. [f the situation does not
improve, racial, linguistic and natiomlisdt
ideologies begin to emerge. Widesprea
povarclgyl in the areas of Balochistan, the
largest province of the country, is the
vivid expression of unequal and unbal-

anced development approach. There is rio

electricity, no water, no schools, colleges
or hospitals for the children. The hel

and kindness of the state does not reac

the common people. With the exception
of a few areas of Balochistan, the entire
province is backward and impoverished.
Balochistan lags behind the rest of the
provinces in the performance index and
development scales of the provincial gov-
ernments. There is no metro transport
system here. The national economy
stands on its feet when all provinces and
territories contribute to national develop-
ment to the best of their ability. The whole
country looks to Karachi for tax revenue.
Punjab uses its maximum potential for
grain. Kk Pakhtunkhwa is impor-
tant for fruil cultivation and tourism.
Minerals in Balochistan and now the
Gwadar Port have completely changed
‘the importance of this reglonyThe short-

sightedness and incompetence of govern- |

ments has embroiled Pakistan in internal
strife rather than external conflicts.

The country needs cheap electricity,
but where a low-cost d&n]f:fu]d be bﬁﬂt}t’,
political rivalries have made it controver-
sial. Hundreds of billions of rupees have
been invested in Gwadar. Despite such a
huge investment from other parts of the
country, the government does not pro-
vide clean water in Gwadar. There is no
government-run hospital or university in
the port city. Under such circumstances,
the people of Gwadar may feel that the
Centre is squandering their resources.
How the sense of deprivation of the local

—— . L e—— = ——

population made its expression can be
gauged from the fact that Haq Do Tehreek
defeated all major parties in recently held
local elections in Gwadar. .
The people of Gwadar are demanding
an end to the difficulties in selling goods
from Iran. This demand is justified in the
sense thal transporting food and fuel
from other parts of Pakistan to Gwadar is
a more expensive and laborious task.
Needless to say, to bring about equitable
development in all parts of Pakistan, the
government needs to formulate a strategy
at the policy level instead of making
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Highway accidents

Highway accidents are common due to
poor and dilapidated road infrastruc-
ture. There is even nol a single kilometer
dual carriageway in entire Balochistan
there on daily basis fatal road accidents
are ing and innocent lives are
being perished. According to a report
more than hundred people die in acei-
dent every year due to narrow highways
and poor safety too in Balochistan.
Similarly, more than 275 people lost their
in accidents on Balochistan’s major high-

v accidents are routine in
lochistan and the saddest point is that
surge is dilapidated and single carriage-
vay ing to the government-run
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, nearly
4,000 people have died in road accidents
compared to 2,238 citizens killed in the
terrorist attacks in Balochistan during
the last decade. Local media and inde-

pendent monitors, however, put the

‘death toll in accidents way higher,
around 8,000. The 813-kilometer Quetta-
Karachi Highway also known as the
RCD highway is the epicenter of deadly
accidents in the province, which covers
42% land of Pakistan.

The single-lane highway, which passes

Quetta-

as “the killer road”, as over 800 accidents
took place here last year alone. It used to
be a major NATO supply route, which

connected the country’s commercial cap-
ital Karachi to n, bordering
neighboring Afghanistan. A joint inves-

tigation leam formed by the Balochistan
vernment to look into the major rea-
sons behind the rising number of road

“accidents, also acknowledged that the

traffic authorities de not have any mech-
anism to monitor the speed limit, and fit-
ness of over 8000 vehicles passing
through the highway daily. The govern-
ment had am;‘ounced plans to install
trackers in buses to control
over speed but still the project is yet to be
initiated. Imparting training to drivers is
very essential besides other steps taken
the number of accidents. However, trans-
forming highways of Quetta to Karachi,

ngl‘aﬁan,,Quetta—Zhob and Quetta
Naseerabad into dual carriage is inevita-
ble. The federal government need to

focus on constructing dual carriage-

w as now the population of
B:l)t:histan has increased with massive
owth in the number of vehicles but
width of highways is decades old
which are unable to meet the pressure
of traffic but the government of
Balochistan is still not taking any corec-
tive, If the rnment does not work on
road accidents then Balochistan's resi-
dents will conlinue to suffer more and
more with every passing day.
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