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Modiﬁcation of
agri-sector

Climate change and water sca-ncitK
has inflicted serious damages to lus
green orchards of different fruils in
Balochistan during the past two dec-
ades. The current situation demands the
province must transform its agriculture
into crops that consume less water. The
icultural experts are slressing for
mation_ of olive trees. The plantation
of olive trees and farming in Balochistan
would help tackle water scarcity and
promote low water-consuming farming
that would yield positive results in

future as the province is headin

towards becoming a water- mgsneg
region. More than 70 percent of Balo-
chistan masses are associated with agri-
culture. As agriculture is the mainstay
of the economy of the province, thus thu
government ought to take all measures
to promote agriculture. The trends of
agriculture and farming have modified
to a large level throughout the world but
in Balochistan still centuries old conven-
tional style of farming is underway that
is labour stressed, less productive and
more water consuming. Balochistan has
witnessed long draughts in the past
upon which orchards of various fruits

“ particularly that of apple, grapes and

peaches had been perished. Without
measuring the ground realities the
farmers invested on apple, cherry fruits

orchards that censumed much water
and could not sustain when the drought
hit Balochistan and the ground water
table dropped to an alarming level.
Fortunately, Balochistan has been
bestowed with a long territory that is
suitable for different farming particu-
larly for olive trees. The promotion
of olive tree farming can be a productive

initiative for the agri-sector if it is taken

seriously. It has potential to provide

farmers an alternate crop which will

help bring prosperity to the downtrod-

den people of Balochistan. To pro-

mote olive farming in Balochistan w

its plantation is viable the government

must provide farmers training about its
plantation and help them unless they
begin production. Without the support
of the government the framers of
Balochistan are unable to take risk and
change their centuries old farming pat-
terns. The government, therefore,
should establish extraction of olive oil
plants in all districts. Since olive trees
consume less water and are weather
resistant trees, it will also bring a good
impact on the environment and climate.
Itis a reality that without adopting

modern farming methods based 'c;m.sei-:
we will not be able

ence and technolo
to sustain a strong and productive agri-
sector in the province. The farmers of
Balochistan should change centuries
old farming and step into a new era of
farming and take benefit from the gov-
ernment’s initiative. &
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Health Aﬂ'mrs

Heﬂthhasa!waysbemmemfomofewmmem After educa-
tion and law and order health smodmﬂleﬂmdyﬂwmmafﬁmds
allocation. Budget document of Balochistan government shows Rs 38 billion
has been allocated in the current financial year budget. Various new projects
would be initiated this year. While allocating Rs38 billion total health budget
for the fiscal year 2022-23, the Balochistan govemment has earmarked for the
first time Rs1,260 million fwemmmamotbﬂmso million for con-
struction of rural health mmmdmmugmﬁrksﬁmﬂﬁ]m
Units in the province, Rs 375 million for building of trauma c Vi-
sions of missing facilities of Nawab Ghous Bux Raisani Memorial Hosplta!
Rs, 6,263 for the purchase of drugs and medicines etc. The people of
Balochistan are still waiting to avail heath card facility as the government has
decided to provide the facility to every lndwidﬂbensm'e universal coverage
of the initiative. The provincial government has made all arrangements to
launch Balochistan Health Card facility soon at the cost of Rs 5.914 billion,
under which health insurance of Rs one mummnidhe provided to 1.875
million families of the province. According to program, the Computerized
National Identity Card (CNIC) will be considered the health card for the per-
manent residents of the province. Objective of the program was to improve the
health status of the targeted population through inereasing access to quality
health services and to reduce poverty through reduction of out-of-pocket pay-
ments for health expenditures. Cmuﬂymhmﬁon families are settled
in Balochistan and there will be 100 per cent under the initiative and
the scheme would be funded by regular budget in thy  future. Healthcare serv-
ices to the beneficiaries will be provided in the public and private hospitals
and morethanﬁvctomx}:m&’edhospntahaﬂdﬂ*&eomtfywmﬂdbeon
the panel. Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa governments had already
launchedthepmgrmandmvﬂmghuthealﬂwteﬁodﬁmtothepoor
masses in public and private sector hospitals.

Side by side with healthcatdschmnemdv snc support centers gov-
ernment has allocated considerable funds fé'i' thé establishment of new Basic
Health Units at every district of the funds are also allocated for the
up gradation of the already established m Five new district head-
qmrtershosmtalswouldalsobcestabhdwdmﬂlﬁﬁmntﬁmalyw
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