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Unending
water woes

Balochistan has been deprived of its
due water share from the Indus River
System Authority (Irsa). It has been more
than two decades, Balochistan is

of the federal government
and making protests for getting its due
share in water. Balochistan gets its share
of water through Garang regulator of
Kirthar canal of Sukkur barrage at
RD-102 and from Pat Feeder’s RD-109 of
Guddu barrage. Currently, Balochistan
province is being provided 571 cusecs at
Garang  regulator against allocated
share of 2,200 cusecs (74pc shortage) and
3,549 cusecs at RD- uf Pat Feede:
against allocation of 6,400 cusecs (43pc
E:rtage) as per Water Accord. On
Saturday a high-profile team wmpnﬁiﬂg
federal and provincial ministers from
Balochistan, Indus River System Auth-
ority (Irsa) chairman and members as
well as top officials visited Sukkur bar-
rage to discuss water avaﬂabdity in the
wake of the province’s complaint that it
is not getting the required water flows.
They discussed the water flows thread-

bare, particularly from Balochistan's

of view, at the Sukkur barrage,

‘where afhcmls briefed them about water

flows statistics and the percentage of
ethm&ndhpwovmmbwmg

currently at its three

was peak time of Kharif suvgmg of

pes——— w

paddy crop in non-perennial and
nial canals. The team visited the hamge
to assess the situation after some federal
ministers and national assembly mem-
bers representing the province had
shared their concerns with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif over unavaila-
bility of water flows. Balochistan has
been demanding that 6,000 cusecs of
water flows be provu:led to the province
from Guddu barrage and 2,400 cusecs
from Sukkur barrage. Balochistan has
been told that if this was to happen, then
Sindh needed to have 115,000 cusecs of
water upstream of Sukkur barrage with
a pond level of 204. And requirement of
2,400 cusecs of water demand is in line
with three-tier formula that Sindh
resists and doesn't to. If this quan-
tum is to be provided then 115,000 cusecs
must be provided to Sukkur barrage
upstream. Since agriculture is the main-
stay of the economy of Balochistan it is
essential that the federal government
and Irsa must ensure the due water
share of Balochistan. Shortage of water
in canals badly affects the green belt of
the province. The degradation of agn
culture increases poverty in the
ince where more than & per
cent people are living below the poverty
line. It is also the responsibility of the
Sindh government to ensure water share
of Balochlstan ‘and make all out efforts
to discourage any kind of water theft
that creates misunderstandings between
both provinces.
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Balochistan Budget presented today

Balochistan Budget session postponed twice this year, it shall be
tabled today as session has rescheduled. But it creates qualms.
Balochistan government claiming that budget 2022 - 23 will be peo-
ple friendly, funds would be allocated equally to 65 constituencies of
Balochistan Assembly on the basis of equality in order to ensure equal
development in all the areas of the province. it would be the first
budget of Mir Abdul Quddoos Bizinjo government and it is also
claiming that budget would be balanced with the an aim to provide
maximum relief to the people of Balochistan. Due to limited resources
of Balochistan, the budget for the next financial year might project a
small deficit but after the Reko Dik agreement by the present govern-
ment, it would be in a position to present a better budget in the com-
ing years. Former chief minister Jam Kamal Khan was accused that
he did not allocate funds for many important areas and neglected the
opposition constituencies on purpose while allocating funds, but the
present government would ensure the provision of funds to all con-
stituencies on equal basis. Provincial government must try fo serve the
people as much as possible and would not repeat the mistakes made
by the previous governments. All the miseries of Balochistan could
not be addressed in the upcoming budget, but need to endeavor is to
serve the people better than before.

According to details, the budget session of the Balochistan assembly
will commenced today The total volume of the provincial budget is
expected to be Rs600 billion. Provincial Finance Minister Sardar
Abdul Rehman Kehtran will present the budget in the assembly. A
total of Rs350 billion has been allocated to complete ongoing projects
and expenses. Finance Ministry sources say that the amount of
pravincial PSDP has been set at Rs250 billion. A total of 5000 jobs
snd polarization of government hospital has been recommended in the
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budget. The citizen-oriented or citizen-based budgeting allows for
inclusion of citizens' service performance assessments in the budget-
_ary process, while the citizen's budget makes it possible for citizens to
gain a fair level of budget literacy. Participatory budgeting enables
direct participation of citizens in budgetary decision-making process.
Implementations of contemporary budgeting systems seem 10
employ frequent repetitions of the value for money when describing
performance and support successful attempts on raising awareness
among those who are actively involved in financing of public activi-
ties, on cost efficiency. The new budget approaches help expanding
the concept and context of performance from the point it covers cost-
efficiency towards cost efficacy, to be thenceforth defined as the level
of progress achieved by public activities in intended ¢ ffects instead of
actual outcomes obtained. Doing so would make it possible to base
budgetary decision making process upon social and economic exter-
nalities of public expenditure and revenue items. This is meaningful
especially for unveiling the idea that public performance is not just a
matter of tax payers only, but in fact a concern of all other citizens
who may not have registered their names as tax-payers for this or that
reason, as well. Apart from this, new approaches inferred also possess
significance for supporting the notion of developing accountability of
the contemporary budgetary systems, because of their profound ability
to allow for a better understanding among those who partake in the
financing of public activities, of the positive externalities brought for-
ward by financial contributions.
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