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CS assures PWA

redressal
Staff Report

QUETTA: A delegation of Pension-
ors Welfare Association (PWA) led by
Naseebullah Khan Baazai and Ghulam
Muharnmad Mangrio called on Chief
Secretary Balochistan Abdul Aziz
Udaili here on Friday.

The delegation requested him to fol-
low the pattern of Federal Govern-
ment, Sindh Province, Pimjab, KPK,
saying that Balochistan pensioners

shogd also be given10 percent of their

® pension from July 1, 2021.

ief Secretary Balochistan listened
zen;mhetmally to the objections of

‘association and essured that this
issue. would be resolved on priority
basis. X
Moreover, Balochistan Chief Seere-
tary Abdul Aziz Ugaili said the prov-
ipce was increasingly facing water
mcg which was mdeed worrisome
but sull the provincial government
was doing its best to tackle the situa-
tion despite iis limited resources.
“Within available resources, the gov-
ernment 15 taking steps to overcome
the issue of waler scarcity,” Abdul
Aziz Uqgaili said.

of issues

He informed the delegation that the
outbreak of cholera had claimed pre-

cious human lives in Balochistan's |

Dera Bugti district.

“Now we are providing clean drink-
ing water to the community through
water tankers,” he mentioned.

The delegation informed the chief

secretary that FAO was working i |/

Balochistan for the last few years. The
European Union (EU) has completed
jects in agriculture, construction of
dams, and clean drinking water worth
27 million euros.
The delegation assured the EU and:
FAO would extend all possible sup-
port to the provincial government
in terms of protection of forests, and
range land.
The CS however that the
ﬁml government has taken a num-
- of initiatives to address the issues
of the masses at their doorstep. “Gov-
emmzn; is trying hard toeragdremlhe
issues’ faced by the blic.”
Abdul Aziz Ugyajli smﬁ g
The statement has come after environ-
mentalists wamned of a serious water

crisis in Quetta and other parts of Ba-

lochistan.
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blic budget is redolent

With a sllght déla‘y, Balochistan government is now ready to pres-
ent its final budget for the new fiscal ycar It was expected earlier \
that budget draft shall be presented by Haaji Noor Muhammad 4 /
‘Dummar, but on the last moment Mir Zahoor Buledi one disgruntled | ‘
member changed his allegiance again with Jam Kamal group and
‘met chief minister Mir Zahoor Buledi, meeting was arranged by
Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran but again another shocking notifica-
tion was released from S&GAD, giving additional charge of Finance
Ministry to Sardar Khetran with the signatures of Chief Secretary.
Now it has confirmed that fiscal year 2022-23 will be tabled in the
house by Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran.

According to the sources, it has been revealing that volume of
budget mwghtb&&wund six billion with 90 million PKR deficits. It
has been saying that 100 billion will be allocated for education, 70
billion for communication department and 60 billion for health.
More funds will be allocated for law and order drinking water. 7,000 1 /
new jobs will also be created in government sector to overcome
unemployment. More than Rs 30 billion is likely to be allocated for
local government and 50 billion PKR for drinking and law and order.
As far as enhancement in ‘government employees' salaries mater is
concerned province will follow the Wﬂﬁﬁdeml government,
Salaneswﬂlbe_w,aswﬂw ncement i

vernment. Balochistan will get 47. 7-un on PKR more

deral ¢ A_emment for the next financial yearas compared
to tha mmz‘ﬁ‘nanc:al year. 322.48 billion PKR was recew&i in the
current financial year while 370.23 billion PKR is expected in tlue
next financial year. Budget must be designed for public; a publie .

Mms  suggestive of a technical. quantitative text that refers o
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Balochistan painfully

The people of Balochistan are still
waiting to avail health card facility as
the government has decided to provide
the facility to every individual to ensure
universal coverage of the initiative.
Health officials say the provincial gov-
ernmenit has made all arrangements to
launch a Balochistan Health Card facil-
ity soon at the cost of Rs 5914 billion,

under which health insurance of Rs one

million would be provided to 1.875 mil-
lion families of the province,

According to the programme, the
Computerized National Identity Card
(CNIC) will be considered the health
card for the permanent residents of the
province. The objective of the program
is to improve the health status of the tar-
geted population through increasing
access to quality health services and to
reduce poverty through reduction of
out-of-pocket payments for health
expenditures. The Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa governments had already
launched the ; and provided
best healthcare facilities to the poor
masses in public and private sector hos-
'Etals- Unfortunately, Balochistan is far

d in providing best health facilities
to its people therelore, the people have
no other choice but to move towards
Karachi, Islamabad and other developed

cities of Pakistan for treatment which
costs them much more. Therefore, peo-
ple with low income face immense diffi-
culties in getting the best medical treat-
ment and healthcare service. It's the first
time in the history of Balochistan that its
government has announced to
issue health cards to the people. The
government will issue cards t01.82 mil-
lion families through which they would
be able to get free medical treatment
costing up to Rs500,000 to Rsl million in
any government or private hospital. The
gov: t and opposition members in
Balochistan Assembly have enough
understanding therefore, it's hoped that
the health sector will be given due focus
in the upcoming budget and the govern-
ment will not make any unnecessary
delay in issuance of health cards to its
people so that they can be benefited
from this initiative. It is essential that the
government should due focus on
those districts which ap:g most backward
and wherée poverty and healthcare
issues require more attention of the gov-
ernment. The ealthcare issue has been a

challenge for the successive govern-|

ments of Balochistan despite claims of
governments in past the health sector is
still facing immense challenges.
However, provision of health cards to
the deserving people will help lessen the
healthcare issue of the masses to some
extent and it is hoped that the govern-
ment will soon ensure the issuance of
health cards to the people:
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